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UPDATE - 10:01 AM

Alaska: Wolf, bear hunts increasing moose,
caribou

Rebels tighten hold on Libya oil port

An Alaska wildlife management program in which wolves are shot from low-flying airplanes and black bears are baited and
snared is helping to increase the numbers of moose and caribou, state wildlife officials say.
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By MARY PEMBERTON
Associated Press Writer
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ANCHORAGE, Alaska —
An Alaska wildlife management program in which wolves are shot from low-flying airplanes and black bears
are baited and snared is helping to increase the numbers of moose and caribou, state wildlife officials say.
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The program has long been the target of wildlife conservation groups who view it as state-sponsored
slaughter. Last fall, one of those groups launched an ad criticizing then-Gov. Sarah Palin, the Republican
vice-presidential candidate, for expanding the program.
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State officials contend the program is aimed at helping rural Alaskans, who rely on hunting to survive and
had complained there wasn't enough game to hunt and eat.
The program began under Palin's predecessor, Gov. Frank Murkowski. Private citizens are permitted to
shoot wolves from the air or conduct land-and-shoot hunting of wolves in six rural areas of the state.
Since the program began in 2003, over 1,000 wolves and hundreds of black bears have been killed in an
effort to drive down the number of predators.
"I think there are some real success stories here," Bruce Bartley, a spokesman for the Alaska Department
of Fish and Game, said.
The agency recently released its 2008-2009 predation management summary that indicates that moose and
caribou numbers in six predator control areas have increased. The agency points to two areas in particular
as examples of where the program is showing strong results: the Nelchina Basin area and the southern
Alaska Peninsula.
The program is getting substantive results in the McGrath area, where it began in December 2003. Last
winter and spring, 28 wolves were killed in the McGrath area. Nineteen were taken under the program and
nine were hunted and trapped.
The agency said the moose population there has grown from 2,774 in 2004 to an estimated 5,500 moose
now. The goal is to reach 6,000 to 8,000 moose.
"Moose numbers have come up substantially," Bartley said.
In the Nelchina Basin area - one of the more contentious predator control areas because it is accessible to
urban hunters from the Anchorage area - 119 wolves were killed. Fifty-five of those were taken under the
control program and the other 64 were hunted or trapped.
That, the state said, helped the moose population increase 27 percent. The harvest, meanwhile, went up
18 percent.
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The situation is so improved in the Nelchina Basin
that for the first time in more than a decade
nonresident hunters will be allowed to hunt bull
moose.
Video
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Bartley said the 50-permit, nonresident hunt should
not interfere with the supply of moose for Alaskans
because it is being allowed in more remote areas
only. Nonresident hunters have been "frozen out" of
hunting in that area of the state for years, Bartley
said, and there is a benefit to the state to have them
in it.
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"Everybody loves to beat up on the ugly, old
nonresident but the fact is they pay a lot of the game
management bills in Alaska," he said.

Critics say the nonresident hunt being allowed in the
Nelchina Basin reveals the true intent of predator
control in Alaska. They have said the predator control
program is nothing more than a front for big game guides who pay big fees to the state and need trophies
for their out-of-state clients.
"Predator control programs are simply perpetual killing events designed to give nonresident trophy hunters
access to Alaska as a game farm," said John Toppenberg, director of the 1,200-member Alaska Wildlife
Alliance, a conservation group.
The program is meant to meet the needs of commercial guides and nonresident trophy hunters - not the
subsistence needs of rural Alaskans, he said.
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Wade Willis, a former Fish and Game biologist and outspoken critic of the program, agrees. It looks like
predator control is never going to end, he said.
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"It is a perpetual predator control program, artificial manipulation of the game to create nothing short of a
game farm," said Willis, who was formerly associated with Defenders of Wildlife in Alaska.
Post a pet listing
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It is up to the Alaska Board of Game to end predator control, but Bartley said the board likely won't stop
intensive management in the control areas anytime soon.
"I think the board wants to see that they do function normally for a number of years in a row," he said.

E-mail article     

Print     

More Nation & World headlines...

Share

general classifieds
Garage & estate sales
Furniture & home furnishings
Electronics
just listed
Beats By Dr.Dre Studio Colorware Chrome Lim...
2006 Honda RINCON
2011 Ski-Doo 800 E-tec Renegade X

Comments
No comments have been posted to this article.

More listings

Read all comments / Share your thoughts

Search classifieds

Sell your stuff
POST A FREE LISTING

Ads by Google
Job Openings
Search For Job Openings. Apply For a Position Today!
www.findtherightjob.com
Empire Today Hardwood
Quality, Name-Brand Hardwood Plus $200 Off for a Limited Time
empiretoday.com
Chromebooks have arrived
Less loading. More surfing. Instant resume & 8 second startup.
google.com/chromebook

Get home delivery today!

Most read

Most commented

Most e-mailed

1. Higher-ed woes tied to state 'leadership vacuum'
2. Governor pushes transportation investment
3. Ballmer everywhere at last CES appearance
4. Dartmouth student from Seattle dies on trip to
Barcelona
5. Washington tight end Austin Seferian-Jenkins will
play basketball
6. U.S. rescues Iranians at sea, assails nuke activity
7. Initiative filed against proposed gay-marriage bill
8. Gregoire calls for $3.6B transportation package
9. Slain park ranger 'made her presence known'
10. Jan. 18 could be important date in Prince Fielder
sweepstakes | The Hot Stone League
Most viewed images

Site map

Our network sites

seattletimes.com | Advanced

The Seattle Times
Company
About the company
Employment opportunities
Seattle Times store
Advertise with us

Services
Your account / Log in
E-mail newsletters
Contact us
Feedback and questions
Submit listings

News

Marketplace

Subscriber Services

Home
Local
Nation/World
Business/Tech
Entertainment
Living
Travel
Sports
Opinion
Extras
Today's news index

Jobs
Autos
Homes
Rentals
Classifieds
Shopping
Personals
Post an ad

Subscribe
e-Edition
Pay for your subscription
Subscriber rewards
Temporary stops

http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/nationworld/2009859073_apusalaskawolfcontrol.html[1/11/2012 3:09:45 AM]

Other editions
News by e-mail
Mobile
RSS feeds
e-Edition

Nation & World | Alaska: Wolf, bear hunts increasing moose, caribou | Seattle Times Newspaper
Newspapers in Education

Send us news tips
Historical archive

Low-graphic
Twitter
Social media

Malware attacks are a growing problem on all Web sites. Read more about what to do if you see something suspicious.
Privacy statement | Terms of service
Copyright © 2011 The Seattle Times Company

http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/nationworld/2009859073_apusalaskawolfcontrol.html[1/11/2012 3:09:45 AM]

